Lapley, Stretton
& Wheaton Aston
Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Lapley, Stretton & Wheaton Aston Parish Council held on
Thursday 6" March 2025 at Lapley and Wheaton Aston village hall

In attendance:

Clir W Millington - Wheaton Aston (Chairman)

Clir D Hodgkiss— Stretton

Clir J Hodgkiss- Wheaton Aston

Clir V Renfrew — Lapley

Clir R Nelson -Wheaton Aston (Vice Chairman) and South
Staffordshire District Council

Cllr Sue Whittingham - Wheaton Aston

Clir D Weate- Wheaton Aston

Clir J Ford — Wheaton Aston

Also in Attendance:

Mrs A Watson — Parish Clerk

Sir Gavin Williamson MP

Clir M Sutton- Staffordshire County Council
Sgt Brookes — Staffordshire Police (part of the meeting)
Two officers form SSC (part of the meeting)
64 members of the public

Apologies:

Clir A Anderson - Stretton

Clir M Smith — Wheaton Aston

Clir. M. Griffiths — Lapley

Absent:

Acronyms:

LSWA PC: Lapley, Stretton and Wheaton Aston Parish Council
SSC: South Staffordshire council

SCC: Staffordshire County Council

Clir: Councillor

CPD: Continuous professional development

SPCA: Staffordshire Parish Councils Association
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PCSO: Police

Community Support

Officer SLCC: Society

of local council clerks

NALC: National association of local councils

CMDR: Commander

WACFR- Wheaton Aston Community First Responders
FOM: Forest of Mercia

VO: Village Orderly

BKV: Best Kept Village

Public forum

64 residents attended to view the presentation om site 094.

Concerns raised that the site remains in SHELLA, and there are multiple sites within the village
being considered for development. Question- is the village in danger of receiving excessive
development due to a lack of strategic plan. SHELLA sites have been put forward for many
years, the local plan determines which sites are able to be built on. Site 094 has not been put
forward in the local plan which is currently awaiting approval. Land off Ilvetsey Rd is in the
local plan.

There is, allegedly, a covenant during the development of the school that the village

boundary does not exceed this point

GW- neighbourhood plans can help with development

Concern developments need social housing, concern that this social housing would not
prioritise local people

Bridge Farm Phase one development was not designated in the SHELLA, this site was within
the village envelope

Concern on the impact on the infrastructure —this would be for the developers

Section 106 payments — the parish council can request this money and would do so

7pm standing orders in place

129. Crime update

Received an update from Staffordshire police Inspector Brookes was invited to speak.

7.3.24- 6.3.25 Overall crime decreased 19% over 12 months, increase 3 of burglary rural
dwellings, number of those remain low (3) unconnected building a little higher combined both
10 in the last year. Business burglary 29% decrease, numbers are below average 2 in six
months vehicle theft from 50% decrease, recent area Brewood and Blymill and A449 corridor.
Vehicle theft 5% decrease, similar patterns in local areas. Key times for this offence between 5-
6pm Wednesday through to Saturday. asb 8% increase mainly focuses in coven , small amount
in WA Numbers in feb 2 jan 7dec, 5 Nov, 7 Oct, 4 sept, 11 aug,

asb breakdown in- community 18, personal 8 environmental 1 peak times Friday and Saturday
9pm-10pm and Sunday 7-10pm

Cllr question- do figures include rural crime inc farms? - it includes all of the parish — concern
that the member has been made aware of more crimes on farms than is reported. Figures are
accurate, unreported incidences are not reflected in these. Not all crimes are in the report.

Police are working with the farms to implement strategies
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7.10 Inspector Brookes left the meeting

130. Developer presentation of Site 094
Shropshire Homes and Burton Knowles representatives attended to represent the
landowner A presentation of information from Burton Knowles agent was received about a
potential building development at SHELLA site 094. Rear of Primrose Close,.
Points taken on board from the public forum, this is very early stage and very little details,
main exercise is to gain feedback to ensure that, should an application be made, it is the
right scheme.
The land owned by the pc (play area) is a critical part of the plan and for any plans to go
ahead the developer would need the parish council to sell part of the area
Developer- SSC have not met the land allocation therefore sites not in the local plan are
local to be granted permission. This land is not within the green belt. Only so many
permissions can be granted and this scheme would come with significant benefits such as
the land purchase.
Over view the site is /amber/ in the SHELLA and could be permitted if it meets conditions.
Site is agricultural, adjacent to the development boundary, joins the canal conservation
area, ROW through it and it isn’t designated for any special landscape value.
Developer view it make logic extension of the village boundary, landscape on the boundary
can be strengthened, low scale scheme envisaged, would provide open space by extending
any open space taken from Primrose Pay area and re locate the play area within the
development. Would connect wider to the canal network. Drainage would need to be
addressed. Potential of 32 dwellings. 40% affordable
There could be financial benefits on the land transfer and also section 106 money
Net gain in the public open space and the relocation of existing play aera, public right of
way maintained and enhanced
Developer question: Shropshire Homes developed the recent build on Ivetsey Rd, and have
a god knowledge of the village
Would the occupier the transfer of the land to ensure the project could proceed?
Are there any facilities required
Cllr questions:
Is there a plan B? NO
Consideration to the houses over looking the school? Not in detail yet
Is there a plan B for other access? No
SHELLA site is surrounded by three other sites, could this develop further? Developer
would consider restricting the build to the one site . Landowner is different
Comments on the type pf development?
The play are is designed to feel safe for younger children , with one access point and a
huge increase of vehicles to the developer how would be mitigated? Safety would be a
consideration
What investigation has been done around sewage, flooding and drainage provision? No
considerations done to ground conditions as of yet- raised that Marston field has drainage
issues and this would increase with the development of this site, developer would ensure
that the drainage wasn’t made worse by this
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Next steps? PC consideration to the land and feed back

Resolved to bring agenda item 139. Site 094 forward

139. Site 094

Resolved to follow due process to follow and will speak to relevant authorises to seek advice
and bring back to the next meeting.

Aspects of conservation to be considered

Public encouraged to share thoughts

Clir Anderson left the meeting

Public left the meeting 7.45 pm, 3 remained Sir Williamson left the meeting

131. To consider apologies

Resolved to accept apologies and reasons of absence from Clir M Smith and Clir. M. Griffiths

132.Declaration of Interests
No interests to declare on agenda items
133. Approval of minutes
Resolved to approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of Lapley, Stretton and Wheaton
Aston Parish Council held on 23™ January 2025 as a true and correct reflection,
The draft minutes of the BLPJGA Committee held on 11t February 2025 were
acknowledged.

134.To receive report from Parish Council Clerk

Information

14.1.25 members are encouraged to read the devolution white paper regarding unitary
councils and the closure of district and county councils English Devolution White Paper
21.1.25 Moles at Primrose Close play area, reported to pest control.

28.1.25 Pest control have removed one mole at Primrose Close.

28.1.25 Shared details of PC Planning Meeting re Primrose Close to website and social
media

Pc/PCSO surgeries are being held on 11™ feb 12-1pm and 6-7pm and 25™ March 6-7pm.
The community safety officer will be present to engage with residents and follow up on
concerns raised

31.1.25 Reported to overgrown hedgerow in lvetsey Road by the bus stop to Staffordshire
CC Highways. Reference 4426422. Checked 21.2.25 No update.

31.1.25 Recurring Facebook and Website posts for the BKV and Best Front Garden posters.
31.1.25 Clerk met with contractor for Jacksons fence to replace posts at Lapley Green,
order has been placed and will take 4-5 weeks to be ready for installation

13.2.25 evaluation and photos sent to co-op for their £50 grant at the xmas event. They
have advised to apply for £100 this year

20.2.25 Set up recurring posts on social media for the BKV events.

21.2.25 Grant funding research continues to fund M.F developments.

Following water meter readings being submitted Water plus have credited the account
with £401.01 plus £77.89 vat total £467.33 as the bills were over estimated. Latest bill feb
2025 credit £443.53
26.2.25 Concerns regarding footpath 20 forwarded to SSC ROW team
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High hedge complaint received for Caspian way, directed to SSC
Clerk has queried lighting at Malthouse Lane with SCC (raised at Jan 25 meeting)

Maintenance

Lapley green: Ditton service are to action:

e Lower the established hedge height

e Trim new hedge

e Prune the ornamental plum tree

VO to action:

Sowing grass seed below the D-Day bench(when appropriate)

Action plan item update
All items actioned/ being actioned (2024/25 plan)

Outstanding Items:

e Defib at Ivetsey Rd- Planning are waiting for the site to be handed over. Once this has been
completed an officer will assess the site for installation. SSC are to be landowners and are
aware LSWA PC wish to install on site.

e Lapley Green registration-. Awaiting update from Tedstone Solicitors

e Gated alley Broadholes/Pinfold-.residents have received a, letter from SCC rights of way to
cease using the alley as an extension of the garden as it is to be reopened . Clerk has
emailed SSC safety officer regarding this (Jan 2025) 25.2.25 UPDATE- SSC has allotted a
public space protection order for the alley to remain closed. The next review will be in 2027

e Post office — no premises found., this has now been taken on at district level.
e Birkenshaw Lane is now at position 60 (Jan 25) it will possibly enter a full public consultation
by the end of the year

Consultations
Closing 31.3.25 SSC Social Housing Allocation Social Housing Allocations Policy Consultation |
South Staffordshire District Council

Meetings/Events
26.2.25 Developer (Bridge view) consultation at the Village hall 4pm and 7pm
5.3.25 SPCA Seminar Gayton Village hall

Date Day Time Event

February

3rd Monday 7 pm—8 pm SPCA Health & Wellbeing ‘How to’ guide
4th Tuesday 10am—11am SPCA Health & Wellbeing ‘How to’ guide
5th Wednesday 7 pm —9.00 pm Introduction to Planning

11th Tuesday 10am—-12 pm Clerk’s Induction

13th Thursday 10am—-12 pm CiLCA Autumn 24 intake

LSWA PC 6" March 2025


https://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/housing/social-housing-allocations-policy-consultation
https://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/housing/social-housing-allocations-policy-consultation

18th Tuesday 10am—-12 pm Clerks — The Knowledge
19th Wednesday 7pm—9.30pm Explore Chairmanship
March

12th Wednesday 10am—-12 pm Clerk’s Induction

13th Thursday 7 pm—9.30 pm Councillor Development
19th Wednesday 10am—-12 pm CiLCA Autumn 24 intake
26th Wednesday 7 pm—9pm Councillor Introduction
April

8th Tuesday 7 pm—9.30 pm Explore Chairmanship
10th Thursday 10am—-12 pm Clerk’s Induction

29th Tuesday 10am—-12 pm CiLCA Autumn 24 intake
May

6th Tuesday 10am—-12 pm Clerk’s Induction

14th Wednesday 7 pm—9.30 pm Councillor Development
15t Thursday 10am—-12 pm CiLCA Autumn 24 intake
June

4th Wednesday 10am—-12 pm Clerk’s Induction

19th Thursday 7 pm—9pm Councillor Introduction
25th Wednesday 7 pm—9.00 pm Introduction to Planning
26th Thursday 7 pm—9.30 pm Explore Chairmanship

Mike Deegan Consulting:

1.

Funding for Town and Parish Councils; Learn how to generate valuable external
funding and write more successful bids.

Procurement and Writing Simple Contracts; The essential elements and
requirements of public procurement for supplies or services — incl. using tenders and
Contract Finder.

Sustainability & Climate Change; Putting pragmatic adaptation measures in place for
your council and community.

. Addressing the Biodiversity Crisis; Practical measures to help enhance local wildlife

and address recent biodiversity legislation.

Developing Effective Action Plans; How to turn your Council vision or strategy into
actionable goals and steps.
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6. Planning Community Events: Guidance to confidently organise more successful
events and understand H&S measures to manage dependable council activities.

7. Managing Projects; Essential advice, including strategic planning, prioritisation,
capacity-building and writing basic project plans.

8. Health & Wellbeing for Town & Parish Councils; Practical actions and initiatives to
help address and tackle the threats facing the health of our communities.

9. Handling Difficult Situations; Resolving and dealing effectively with day-to-day
challenges facing local councils — for both officers and councillors.

o Online Zoom sessions normally run for up to two hours, with a short interval.

All sessions are tailored with a bespoke presentation for each County Association.

o A copy of the presentation slides provided to all delegates.

Parkinson Partnership:

VAT

« Introduction to VAT - 16 Jan at 10am & 18 Feb at 10am
« VAT Partial Exemption - 4 Feb at 10am
« VAT for registered Councils - 11 Feb at 10am

Finance for Councillors

23 Jan at 10am

30Jan at 6.30pm
4 Marat10am
Internal Controls
+ 22Janat 10am
+ 19 Feb at 10am
The Role of Internal Audit
« 5 Marat 10am

Procurement Act 2023

21 Jan at 10am (currently 8 spaces left)

27 Feb at 10am

New Clerks' Finance (Plus a second course FREE after you attend)
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« 28 Jan at 10am
Year End & Audit

+  Year End & Audit - Councils over £25,000 - 13 Feb at 10am & 25 Feb at 10am

Year-end & Transparency - Councils under £25,000 - 6 Mar at 10am & 18 Mar at 10am

« Income & Expenditure accounts (for larger councils) - 13 Mar at 10am & 25 Mar at 10am

Items emailed to councillors.

15.1.25 SSC details regarding Staffs plans for council restructure

21.01.25 Query regarding the impact to the villages from WMI

22.1.25 25/00008/COU Flat 2 Spar Stores School Road , change of use of two-storey flat to
hairdresser salon

27.1.25 SSC planning application 25/00040/FULHH second storey side and rear extensions
over existing flat roof construction with new single storey rear kitchen extension. Location:

4 Cranbrooks Wheaton Aston STAFFORD ST19 9PZ Feb 20t
19.2.25 SPCA free seminar

29.1.25 Update from Staffordshire police on incident at St Marys School on 17" jan

SCC update on Birkenshaw lane

24.2.25 SPCS news bulletin

Use of devolved powers

£12.99 clerk card postal bags

Response to planning comments:

25/00040/FULHH- no objections

25/00008/COU- LSWA PC has No objection, signage to be in keeping with the area’

SSC Planning Decision

24/01038/FULHH- 4 Downford Close Wheaton Aston ST19 9QA Single storey side extension

and second storey extension over existing rear extension — Approved Subject to Conditions
Annual Play Area Inspections:

These have been carried out, and work has been allocated. The cable runway and the net
climber will be removed from the site in Spring 2025. Other than removing those two play
equipment items, all other items are included and allocated for ongoing routine
maintenance and monitoring.

135. To receive report from Staffordshire County Council

Cllr Sutton outlined the county plans for devolution, more information can be found here:
Agenda for Cabinet on Wednesday 5th March 2025, 10:00am - Staffordshire County
Council

Devolution is the setting up of strategic authorises, West midlands Strategic authority is a
good example of this structure. Every area in England is to have a Mayor, a strategic
authority should embrace 1.5 million people. Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent have
1.1million so short of the requirements, if Telford and Wrekin and Shropshire was included
this would make the required numbers
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The unitary council would lie below the strategic authority and deliver all of the local
services
Clerk highlighted the issue footpath 20, the county member funding is for highways , there
is a highway meeting on Wednesday that we can look at this on site
136. To receive report from South Staffordshire Council
WMI meeting took place, lay by will be finished by May
Drop in sessions are available at the community hub for health check
SSC have a ‘Nordic’ walking programme available
137. Financial matters
Resolved: (appendix 1)
a) To approve the expenditure and income for January 2025
b) To approve the reconciled statements to 31% January 2025
¢) To note payments/decisions made under delegated powers

138. Planning recommendations
To consider planning matters including

a) Planning applications received after the agenda papers distributed None received
139. Site 094
Previously discussed earlier in the agenda
140.Consider additional SID-
Resolved: No additional SIDS required presently, an additional camera is planned for
Ivetsey Rd in 25-26 action plan
141. VE Day celebrations
Residents are encouraged to hold individual street parties; a commemorative bench has
been installed at Lapley Green. Suggestions to be emailed to the clerk for other activities
Cllr Whittingham to arrange a service at the memorial stone 11am Saturday 10™ May.
142. Grounds contract review -
Resolved to renew the grounds maintenance contract with Ditton services for three more
years at £14,390per annum (22-25 £12,920per annum, increase of £1470)
Rent from allotments can help with increase
143. Items for future - Each councillor may use this opportunity to report on matters of
information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or
decision making.
Police concern raised- advised to attend the police surgery on 25" March and encourage
residents to report
Issue with a damaged verge, clerk to share details with an officer to ask for the verge to be
reinstated
144. Date of next meeting: Thursday 17" April 2025 at 7pm at Lapley and Wheaton Aston
Village Hall
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Meeting closed at 9.00pm

Council Attendance

Date

RN

JH

MS

WM

DW

DH

Sue W

JF

AA

VR

MG

Total
Attendance
23/5/24 X X X X X X X X X X X 11
18/7/24 Ap X Ab X X X X X Ap Ap Ap 6
5/9/24 X X X X | Ap X X X Ap X Ap 8
17/10/24 X X Ap X | X X X X X X X 10
5/12/24 X X X X | AP X X X AP X X 9
23/01/25 X X X X | X X X X Ap X X 10
6/3/25 X | X Ap X | X X X X X X Ap 9
17/4/25

Crime and Disorder Implications

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 places a duty on local authorities to consider the
crime and disorder implications when exercising its functions with due regard to the likely effect of
the exercise of those functions and to do all that is reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder
in its area. Where relevant any decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have taken this duty
of Care into consideration

Appendix 1

Expenditure transactions - payments approval list Start of year 01/04/24

Payment

No Payment Gross To pay Heading Invoice Invoice Details

Reference Reference

264DD £59.94 £59.94 100/10 10/01/25 M032 W2 British Telecom - Monthly
Phone Bill £59.94

269£4,594.80 £4,594.80 160/1/1 14/01/25 54692 Turnock Limited -

Christmas Lights Contract

26211873.9286 £66.00 £66.00 150/8 16/01/25 522043The National Allotment

Society - Annual Membership £66.00

263514948/101  £380.00 £380.00 100/2 16/01/25 514948/101970
South Staffordshire District Council - Office Rent £380.00

970

266917858503 £25.00 £25.00 150/7 16/01/25 6667 Support Staffordshire -

Membership £25.00

267159084898 £7.20 £7.20 100/18/1 16/01/25 Jessica Shulman - Mileage
£7.20

3
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268866310456 £18.00 £18.00 100/18/1 16/01/25 Mrs Amy Watson - Mileage

£18.00
5
270715495428 £232.71 £232.71 100/10 16/01/25 IN12257716
Npower Limited - CCTV Electricty £232.71
254904589946 £1,176.00 £1,176.00 130/2/3 17/01/25 121 J
Whittingham and Son - Lapley Green and Stretton £1,176.00
Bench
255637984258 £396.00 £396.00 160/1/2 17/01/25 122 )
Whittingham and Son - Christmas tree erectand £396.00
remove x 2
252925035852 £16.50 £16.50 100/9 21/01/25 7592520 Espo - Stationery
order January 2025£16.50
253£56.56 £56.56 100/10 21/01/25 V02305488140EE - Monthly mobile bill
251515456467 £18.00 £18.00 150/8 22/01/25 S22043The National Allotment
Society - Extra amount owed £18.00
on renewal.
272£12.95 £12.95 170  22/01/25 FairFx Pre Paid Card - Postal Bags
261171728466 £239.09 £239.09 100/19/4 26/01/25 INV-D-06187
Cloudy It - IT Support £239.09
265£9.45 £9.45 100/21 31/01/25 146 Untity Trust - Transactions & Debit Charges
273ut310125 £9.45 £9.45 100/21 31/01/25 Untity Trust - service charge £9.45
274wp -£467.33 -£467.33 130/2/4 31/01/25 dec 24 WaterPlus -

overpmt have been taken , balance tobe -£23.80

used for future pmts

275-£455.43 -£455.43 130/2/4 31/01/25 jan 25 WaterPlus - monthly
charge of £11.57 plus vat

deducted from overpmt bal

276wp £443.53 £443.53 130/2/4 31/01/25 feb 25 WaterPlus -
monthly charge deducted from over pmt -£23.80
amount

Sub Total £6,838.42 £6,838.42

£4,709.42 £4,709.42 Confidential

Total £11,547.84 £11,547.84

Signature

Bank Account Reconciled Statement

Unity Trust - Current Account 1111559/2035784 30-98-00

Statement Number 46 Bank Statement No. 46

Statement Opening Balance £42,684.43 Opening Date 01/01/25

Statement Closing Balance £30,679.76 Closing Date 31/01/25

True/ Cashbook Closing £31,149.54

Balance

Date Cheque/ Ref. Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (£)

31/01/25 UntityTrust 9.45 0.00 42,674.98

31/01/25 Staffordshire County Council 165.70 0.00 42,509.28

Superannuation Fund

31/01/25 Staffordshire County Council 767.66 0.00 41,741.62

Superannuation Fund

31/01/25 EE 56.56 0.00 41,685.06

31/01/25 Mrs. Josie Morris

31/01/25 Turnock Limited 4,594.80 0.00 37,005.21
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31/01/25 11873.9286 The National Allotment 66.00 0.00 36,939.21
Society

31/01/25 136618781 Mr. Malcolm Bissell

31/01/25 1590848983 Jessica Shulman 7.20 0.00 36,598.86
31/01/25 171728466 Cloudy It 239.09 0.00 36,359.77

31/01/25 514948/101970 South Staffordshire District  380.00 0.00
Council

31/01/25 515456467 The National Allotment 18.00 0.00 35,961.77
Society

31/01/25 637984258 J Whittingham and Son396.00 0.00 35,565.77
31/01/25 715495428 Npower Limited 232.71 0.00 35,333.06
31/01/25 758831943 Mrs Amy Watson

31/01/25 8124734664 Jessica Shulman

31/01/25 8663104565 Mrs Amy Watson 18.00 0.00 32,840.18
31/01/25 904589946 J Whittingham and Son1,176.00 0.00 31,664.18
31/01/25 917858503 Support Staffordshire 25.00 0.00 31,639.18
31/01/25 925035852 Espo 16.50 0.00 31,622.68

31/01/25 960640785 HMRC 882.98 0.00 30,739.70

31/01/25 DD British Telecom 59.94 0.00 30,679.76

Uncleared and unpresented effects

31/01/25 WaterPlus -455.43 31,135.19

31/01/25 ut310125 Untity Trust 9.45 31,125.74

31/01/25 wp WaterPlus -23.80 31,149.54

35,979.77

Bank Account Reconciled Statement
Total debits / credits 11534.89 0
Bank Account Reconciled Statement

Unity trust working reserves 20419150 60-83-01

Statement Number 35 Bank Statement No. 35

Statement Opening Balance £52,648.18 Opening Date 01/01/25
Statement Closing Balance £52,648.18 Closing Date 31/01/25

True/ Cashbook Closing £52,648.18
Balance

Date Cheque/ Ref. Supplier/ Customer
No activity 0.00 0.00 52,648.18
Uncleared and unpresented effects

Debit (£) Credit (£)

Total uncleared and unpresented 0.00 0.00

Total debits / credits 0 0

Bank Account Reconciled Statement

equals card VO

Statement Number 7 Bank Statement No. 7

Statement Opening Balance £261.44 Opening Date 01/01/25
Statement Closing Balance £261.44 Closing Date 31/01/25

True/ Cashbook Closing £261.44

Balance
Date Cheque/ Ref. Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£)
30/11/24 No activity 0.00 0.00 261.44

Uncleared and unpresented effects
Total uncleared and unpresented 0.00
Total debits / credits 0 0

0.00
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