Lapley, Stretton
& Wheaton Aston
Parish Council

You are here by summoned to attend a meeting of Lapley, Stretton and Wheaton Aston Parish
Council, which will be held on Thursday 15" January 2026 at 7.00pm at Lapley and Wheaton Aston
Village Hall.

The Council, members of the public and the press may record/film/photograph or broadcast this
meeting when the public and the press are not lawfully excluded. Any member of the public who
attends a meeting and objects to being filmed should advise the Parish Council Manager (in
advance) who will instruct that they are not included in the filming.

In order to comply with the Data Protection Act 2018, all persons attending this meeting are
hereby notified that this meeting will be recorded by the Parish Council. The purpose of taping
is that recordings act as an aide-memoire to assist the Parish Council Clerk in the compilation of
minutes. The recording will be deleted once the minutes have been approved

Please ensure that all mobile phones are switched to silent during the Parish Council meeting.

Public Forum o Democratic thirty minute period/public discussion time: From 7.00pm residents
are invited to give their views to the Parish Council on items on this agenda or raise issues
for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman. Members of the public may not
take part in the Parish Council meeting itself. (standing order 3 f)

No member of the public may speak for more than five minutes (standing order 3g)

93.To consider apologies -Decision
94.Declaration of Interests -Information

To declare any interests any on agenda items
95. Approval of minutes -Decision
To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of the Meeting of Lapley, Stretton and Wheaton Aston
Parish Council held on 4" December 2025

96. To receive report from Parish Council Clerk (Appendix 1) -Information
97. To receive report from Staffordshire County Council -information

98. To receive report from South Staffordshire Council -information
99.Financial matters -decision

To consider financial matters including: (Appendix 2)
a) To approve the expenditure and income for November and December 2025
b) To receive the reconciled accounts for Unity Trust (main, Unity Trust reserves) to
31.12.25
c) To note payments/decisions made under delegated powers

100. Planning recommendations -decision

To consider planning matters including

a) planning applications received: Application No: 25/01040/0UTM Proposal: Outline application for
the erection of up to 46 dwellings with access, landscaping drainage and associated infrastructure.
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All matters are reserved except for access from Fenton House Lane. Location: Land At Fentonhouse
Lane Wheaton Aston
Application No: 25/01064/AGRRES Proposal: Conversion of existing barn under class Q to six
dwellings and associated infrastructure. Location: Rookery Farm The Buildings Starkeys Lane
Wheaton Aston
b) Planning applications received after the paperwork was sent out
101. Letter to Prime minister (appendix3 ) -decision
To consider the request from Clir M Deaville to support that Staffordshire is removed from the LGR
Proposal
102. Play Area reports (full reports available on request) (appendix 4) -decision
103.Birkenshaw Lane -decision
To receive an update
104.l1tems for future - Each councillor may use this opportunity to report on matters of
information not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision
making.
104.Date of next meeting: 5™ March 2026 at 7pm at Lapley and Wheaton Aston Village Hall .

A representative will be available from 6.30pm to raise any concerns with
Mrs A Watson Parish Council Clerk
8.1.2026

Crime and Disorder Implications

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 places a duty on local authorities to consider
the crime and disorder implications when exercising its functions with due regard to the
likely effect of the exercise of those functions and to do all that is reasonably can to prevent
crime and disorder in its area. Where relevant any decisions made at the Parish Council
meeting have taken this duty of Care into consideration Lapley Stretton & Wheaton Aston
Parish Council

Appendix 1 Lapley, Stretton and Wheaton Aston Parish Council
Clerks Report

Information

Contractor debris left at Lapley. Highways notified

Update on school bus issues: We have received confirmation that the double-decker bus will return
to service once the overhanging branches responsible for the damage to the upper window
have been removed. Until this work is completed, the single-decker vehicle will continue to
operate on the route.

We are also liaising with the school’s headteacher to ensure students are reminded to remain
seated while the bus is in motion and to avoid gathering in groups. The bus driver has been
instructed to reinforce this message for pupil safety. Although the vehicle is permitted to
carry standing passengers under current regulations, we consider this to pose an increased
risk, particularly when travelling along the A5.

We have also been in contact with the landowner responsible for the trees involved

9.12.25 Parish council LinkedIn page for the parish to connect with businesses. ‘Launching’ in
January.

11.12.25 Report of broken glass in the decommissioned phone box at Lapley green. VO replaced
glass and cleaned up broken glass. Clir Renfrew checked through the books to ensure no
stray glass shards.

12.12.25 New padlock and chain for the far gate at Marston Field following damage to existing
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16.12.25 WMI work update As part of this programme, we will shortly be starting construction of a
new roundabout on the A5 Watling Street between M6 112 and A449/A5 Gailey
Roundabout. The new roundabout will provide access to the development once it’s
complete. The works will be delivered in phases, with completion expected in early 2027.
The first phase of works will begin on Monday 12 January and will include the installation of
narrow lanes on the eastbound and westbound carriageways. These narrow lanes are
required to safely facilitate the construction of the new eastbound footway/cycleway and
the roundabout, and will remain in place for the duration of the works. A temporary 30mph
speed limit will also be in place. A map of our working area can be seen on the following
page. Our working hours will be 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. There may be some
occasions where we will need to work on Saturdays during this phase. Where this is
required, our working hours will be from 9am to 1pm Access to properties will be
maintained at all times. Please note, to ensure the safety of road users and our workforce,
vehicles exiting properties within the working area will not be permitted to turn right. Other
traffic management required for the roundabout construction will include some full road
closures. These are expected to take place later in the programme, and we will provide
further details well in advance of these works. Working area Contact us We thank you for
your patience while we construct the development. We would like to reassure you that
Winvic and all involved in the project will ensure any disruption to road users and local
businesses is minimised. We hope this information is helpful and we apologise for any
disturbance these works may cause. Should you have any questions or concerns please feel
free to contact us via email contactus@communityrelations.co.uk or call 0800 377 7345. A
cut off section has also been provided below with all our contact details.

Maintenance

The wet pour ios to be jetwashed at Primrose play area 13.1.26 ahead of the repairs due Feb 26
Gym equipment is due to be installed Feb 2026

Action plan item update

Finger posts replaced at Sunny bank (from RTA) and Lapley Green 25.6.25
Final bench installed at Primrose Play Area

New chairs purchased for the office

Cable runway and zip wire removed

Poppies for Lapley and Stretton have been purchased

SID has been installed on Ivetsey Rd

Outstanding Items:

e Defib at Ivetsey Rd- Planning are waiting for the site to be handed over. Once this has been
completed an officer will assess the site for installation. SSC are to be landowners and are aware
LSWA PC wish to install on site.

e Lapley Green registration-. Awaiting update from Tedstone Solicitors

e Gated alley Broadholes/Pinfold-. - SSC has allotted a public space protection order for the alley to
remain closed. The next review will be in 2027

e Post office — no premises found., this has now been taken on at district level.

e Birkenshaw Lane is not at position 60 (Jan 25) it will possibly enter a full public consultation by the
end of the year . Jan 26 emaile to chase sent

e The order for the public footpath from Lapley Lane to Bickford Farm (modifctaion order 2023) is to be
determined on 25" November 10am at County Buildings, Martin Street Stafford, ST16 2LE
e Scheduled posts over social media for mental health on the Longest Night and other initiatives.

Consultations
https://bit.ly/LetsTalkCommunityHubLibraries
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Meetings/Events

Clerks meeting 1°* Tuesday of each month

Day Times Course December 15th 7pm to 9 pm Councillor Introduction [3] Member Newsletter
May/June 2023 January 7th 10am to 12 noon Clerks Introduction 1-1 February 3rd 7 pm to 9 pm
Explore Chairmanship 4th 10am to 12 noon Clerks Introduction 1-1 11th 10am to 12 noon Councillor
Introduction 18th 10am to 12 noon Business planning for local councils March 3rd 10am to 12 noon
Clerks Introduction 1-1 10th 7 pm to 9 pm Councillor Development 18th 7 pm to 9 pm Business
planning for local councils

Items emailed to councillors.

19.11.25 Support Staffs forum invitation

26.11.25 License update from Hide and Seek festival

9.12.25 Application No: 25/01012/FULHH Proposal: 25/01012/FULHH Location: The Ramblers 1 Long
Street Wheaton Aston STAFFORD ST19 9NF

11.12.25 Clir M Deaville re removal of Staffordshire form the LGR

12.12.25 Temporary Road Closure for Pinfold Lane, Wheaton Aston, 16" — 18™ February 2026.
https://one.network/?tm=GB147267605

Application No: 25/01060/AGRRES Proposal: Conversion of existing agricultural building adjacent the
access road into the farm into 2No. new dwellings. Location: Westley House Ivetsey Road Wheaton
Aston STAFFORD ST19 9QW

16.12.25 WM Gailey work update

5.1.25 Application No: 25/01064/AGRRES Proposal: Conversion of existing barn under class Q to six
dwellings and associated infrastructure. Location: Rookery Farm The Buildings Starkeys Lane Wheaton
Aston

17.12.25 planning application 25/01040/0UTM

5.1.26 Planning app 25/01064/AGRRES

5.1.26 Play area reports

Use of devolved powers £21 TENS notice xmas event

£250 vired from general funds to BKV reserves (winnings 2025)

£114 new two way radios for xmas event

New chain and padlock to secure gate at MF VO card ££31.82 for padlock & chain and £11.20 on two
keys and identification

New glass to replace broken pane at Lapley phone box £

Response to planning comments:

Application No: 25/01012/FULHH Proposal: Replacement porch with new canopy Location: The
Ramblers 1 Long Street Wheaton Aston STAFFORD ST19 9NF (due 14.12.25)

Application No: 25/01060/AGRRES Proposal: Conversion of existing agricultural building adjacent
the access road into the farm into 2No. new dwellings. Location: Westley House Ivetsey Road
Wheaton Aston STAFFORD ST19 9QW (8.1.26) LSWA PC does not have any objections to the
proposal to convert farm buildings to dwellings, however, does seek clarification that the dwellings
are to be used for residential purposes only and not short term let. This is due to access and
multiple vehicles accessing Ivetsey Road

SSC Planning Decision

Annual Play Area Inspections:

Report now available
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Lapley Stretton & Wheaton Aston Parish Council

Expenditure transactions - payments approval list Start of year 01/04/25

Payment

No Payment Gross To pay Heading Invoice Invoice Details

Reference Reference
The following payments have already been made

95 £315.81 £315.81 170 01/07/25 Amazon - Clerks Card BKV
materials

97 £14.99 £14.99 175 01/07/25 Amazon - VO supplies for MF maintenance

75 £429.86 £429.86 100/19/5 02/07/25 120393 Office
Furniture Direct - Office Chairs

92 £60.55 £60.55 130/2/1 08/07/25 203909 Boningale Nurseries - BKV
Plants

76 £64.74 £64.74 100/10 10/07/25 MO38 J2 British Telecom - Regular
charges

77 £295.00 £295.00 150/1 10/07/25 MEM254110-1 SLCC
Enterprises Ltd - Membership fee

78 £387.67 £387.67 100/19/1 11/07/25 INV D 08231

Cloudy It - Monthly charges

80 £1,439.00 £1,439.00 120/1/1 11/07/25 2320 Ditton
Services - Grounds Maintenance

81 £72.00 £72.00 120/1/1 11/07/25 2322 Ditton Services - Treatment of

Alder Beetle at
Marson Field

82 £26.55 £26.55 100/18/1 11/07/25 Mrs Amy Watson - Mileage

83 £56.23 £56.23 100/9 11/07/25 59268891 Ricoh U K Limited - Ink
Cartridge

84 £720.00 £720.00 120/3 11/07/25 199 J Whittingham and
Son - Finger posts at Lapley

85 £111.06 £111.06 120/5 11/07/25 28516 JRB Enterprises Ltd -
Dog poo bags

93 £58.32 £58.32 100/9 11/07/25 7764924 Espo - Office Stationery

94 £380.00 £380.00 100/2 11/07/25 514948/103781South
Staffordshire District Council - Office rental

102 £62.60 £62.60 100/10 16/07/25 V02366791590 EE - Monthly bill

79 £9.45 £9.45 100/21 31/07/25 152 Untity Trust - Interest Charges
Sub Total £9,778.73 £4,503.83

£5,274.90 £5,274.90 Confidential

Total £9,778.73 £9,778.73

Bank Account Reconciled Statement
Unity Trust - Current Account  1111559/2035784 30-98-00
Statement Number 53 Bank Statement No. 53
Statement Opening Balance £58,734.59 Opening Date 01/11/25
Statement Closing Balance £46,040.72 Closing Date  30/11/25
True/ Cashbook Closing £41,382.72

Balance

Date Cheque/ Ref.  Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (£)
31/10/25 577274590 Ditton Services 1,439.00 0.00 57,295.59
31/10/25 586902372 Dangerous Sheep Events 1,845.00 0.00
55,450.59
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13/11/25 Transfer250.00 0.00 55,200.59
30/11/25 HMRC 58.00 0.00 55,142.59
30/11/25 EE 54,71 0.00 55,087.88
30/11/25 HMRC 0.00 5,123.02 60,210.90
30/11/25 Staffordshire County Council  168.24 0.00 60,042.66
Superannuation Fund
30/11/25 Royal British Legion 125.00 0.00 59,917.66
30/11/25 HMRC 464.82 0.00 59,452.84
30/11/25 HMRC 74.20 0.00 59,378.64
30/11/25 HMRC 21.80 0.00 59,356.84
30/11/25 HMRC 396.27 0.00 58,960.57
30/11/25 HMRC 93.60 0.00 58,866.97
30/11/25 WaterPlus 16.46 0.00 58,850.51
30/11/25 WaterPlus -16.46 0.00 58,866.97
30/11/25 Staffordshire County Council  802.53 0.00 58,064.44
Superannuation Fund
30/11/25 126015198 Staffordshire Parish 42.00 0.00 58,022.44
Councils' Association
30/11/25 131543539 Ricoh U K Limited 234.00 0.00 57,788.44
30/11/25 146453523 Mrs Amy Watson
30/11/25 18252016 Morfe Valley Tree Services 360.00 0.00 55,289.36
30/11/25 227454341 JRB Enterprises Ltd 111.06 0.00 55,178.30
30/11/25 27112025 Grace Acoustic Duo 100.00 0.00 55,078.30
30/11/25 401742153 Mrs Amy Watson 29.25 0.00 55,049.05
30/11/25 423346478 Jessica Shulman
30/11/25 458478206 South Staffordshire District 380.00 0.00 54,177.45
Council
30/11/25 470749702 Cloudy It 255.67 0.00 53,921.78
30/11/25 55782 Turnock Limited4,594.80 0.00 49,326.98
30/11/25 580419011 Jacksons Fencing 1,145.34 0.00 48,181.64
30/11/25 600533947 Ricoh U K Limited 119.90 0.00 48,061.74
30/11/25 660149512 Pink Print 39.00 0.00 48,022.74
30/11/25 67308388 Mrs. Josie Morris
30/11/25 67394636 Mr. Malcolm Bissell
30/11/25 799566303 Ditton Services 1,439.00 0.00 46,120.91
30/11/25 970772997 Mr. Malcolm Bissell 6.30 0.00 46,114.61
30/11/25 DD BT British Telecom 64.74 0.00 46,049.87
30/11/25 DD Unity Untity Trust 9.15 0.00 46,040.72
Uncleared and unpresented effects
13/11/25 Transfer to Fair FX 164.00 45,876.72
prepaid card - Clerk
30/11/25 Bradshaws 840.00 45,036.72
30/11/25 J Whittingham and 900.00 44,136.72
Son
30/11/25 GPC  Capital Sflu Group 2,754.00 41,382.72
Total uncleared and unpresented 4658.00 0.00
Total debits / credits  22474.89 5123.02

Reconciled by Amy Watson

Bank Account Reconciled Statement
Unity trust working reserves 20419150 60-83-01

Statement Number 44
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Statement Opening Balance £79,601.80 Opening Date 01/11/25
Statement Closing Balance £79,851.80 Closing Date  30/11/25
True/ Cashbook Closing £79,851.80
Balance
Date Cheque/Ref. Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (f)
13/11/25 Transfer0.00  250.00 79,851.80
Uncleared and unpresented effects
Total uncleared and unpresented 0.00 0.00
Total debits / credits 0 250
Reconciled by Amy WatsonBank Account Reconciled Statement
equals card VO
Statement Number 14 Bank Statement No. 14
Statement Opening Balance £247.62 Opening Date 01/11/25
Statement Closing Balance £133.62 Closing Date  30/11/25
True/ Cashbook Closing £133.62
Balance
Date Cheque/Ref. Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (f)
11/11/25 Transfer114.00 0.00 133.62
Uncleared and unpresented effects
Total uncleared and unpresented 0.00 0.00
Total debits / credits 114 0
Bank Account Reconciled Statement
Fair FX prepaid card - Clerk 5116561022250691
Statement Number 27 Bank Statement No. 27
Statement Opening Balance £74.58 Opening Date 01/11/25
Statement Closing Balance £11.18 Closing Date  30/11/25
True/ Cashbook Closing £175.18
Balance
Date Cheque/ Ref.  Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (£)
11/11/25 Transfer0.00  114.00 188.58
30/11/25 Amazon 33.99 0.00 154.59
30/11/25 Clerks Card Amazon Amazon 26.97 0.00 127.62
30/11/25 ClerksC AmazonAmazon 116.44 0.00 11.18
Lapley Stretton & Wheaton Aston Parish Council
Expenditure transactions - payments approval list Start of year 01/04/25
Payment
No Payment Gross To pay Heading Invoice Invoice Details
Reference Reference
230 DD Water £0.00 £0.00 02/12/25 INV11033129 WaterPlus - Water
Charges for Allotments - Still In £0.00
ChargesCredit
1 £143.88 100/10 Monthly Charges
2 -£143.88 100/10 Monthly Charges - Still in Credit
231 £82.54 £82.54 09/12/25 Mrs Amy Watson - Christmas
1 £24.25 160/1/2 Refreshments
£53.10 100/18/1 Mileage
4 £5.19 100/9 Amazon iPhone Charger
251 £55.50 £55.50 100/10 09/12/25 V02417323432 EE - Monthly Charges
232 930949939 £8.10 £8.10 100/18/1 10/12/25 Mileagelessica

Shulman - Mileage £8.10
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234 80127098 £124.44 £124.44 100/12 10/12/25 102717867
Ricoh U K Limited - Ricoh printer/photocopier charges £124.44

235 561044167 £41.68 £41.68 100/12 10/12/25 102770821 Ricoh U K
Limited - Ricoh photocopier/printer £41.68

236 342768448 £380.00 £380.00 160/1/2 10/12/25

310/25 Wildwood Alpacas - Christmas Alpacas £380.00

225 £480.00 £480.00 130/2/3 12/12/25 245 J
Whittingham and Son - Installation of bench at

Primrose

226 £255.67 £255.67 100/19/1 12/12/25 INV-D-09964

Cloudy It - Cloudy IT maintenance

227 230540351 £13.50 £13.50 100/18/1 12/12/25 MileageMr.
Malcolm Bissell - Mileage £13.50

228 13202518 £380.00 £380.00 100/2 12/12/25 105653

South Staffordshire District Council - Monthly Office £380.00

Rent

229 DD Bank £9.75 £9.75 100/21 12/12/25 157 Untity Trust - Bank
Charges £9.75

Charges

233 733569807 £1,431.60 £1,431.60 130/2/3 12/12/25

192546 David Ogilvie - KC Bench for Primrose  £1,431.60

244 £1,145.34 £1,145.34 130/2/3 15/12/25 000564052

Jacksons Fencing - Gate, posts etc for Primrose Play

Area

245 £100.00 £100.00 160/1/2 15/12/25 KHender15122

Salvation Army - Christmas Brass Band

5

246 £378.00 £378.00 100/4/1 15/12/25 00007415

Pink Print - December News and Views Printing

247 £150.00 £150.00 100/4/1 15/12/25 00007416

Pink Print - News and Views Distribution

248 £264.00 £264.00 160/1/1 15/12/25 55872 Turnock
Limited - Lapley Tree

249 £240.00 £240.00 120/1/3 15/12/25 251 J
Whittingham and Son - Removal of willow tree

250 £1,439.00 £1,439.00 120/1/1 15/12/25 2477 Ditton
Services - Grounds Maintenance

243 £64.74 £64.74 100/10 24/12/25 M043 40 British Telecom - Monthly
Charges December
Sub Total £7,043.86 £7,043.86

£5,201.40 £5,201.40 Confidential
Total £12,245.26 £12,245.26

Income transactions - receipts approval list Start of year 01/04/25

Tnno Ref. Gross Heading Cttee Invoice Details Ref.

date  Total

34 CAS- £303.28 40/1 PC 01/12/25 Christmas Donations -
Christmas Donations  £303.28

WATSON towards Marston Field Renovations

Total £303.25
Bank Account Reconciled Statement
Unity Trust - Current Account  1111559/2035784 30-98-00

Statement Number 54 Bank Statement No. 54
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Statement Opening Balance £46,040.72 Opening Date 01/12/25
Statement Closing Balance £29,648.43 Closing Date  31/12/25
True/ Cashbook Closing £29,484.43
Balance
Date Cheque/Ref. Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (f)
30/11/25 Bradshaws 840.00 0.00 45,200.72
30/11/25 J Whittingham and Son 900.00 0.00 44,300.72
30/11/25 GPC Capital Sflu Group 2,754.00 0.00 41,546.72
09/12/25 funds raised at xmas  300.00 0.00 41,246.72
10/12/25 Transfer72.15 0.00 41,174.57
31/12/25 Turnock Limited264.00 0.00 40,910.57
31/12/25 Cloudy It 255.67 0.00 40,654.90
31/12/25 British Telecom 64.74 0.00 40,590.16
31/12/25 Jacksons Fencing 829.50 0.00 39,760.66
31/12/25 Salvation Army 100.00 0.00 39,660.66
31/12/25 J Whittingham and Son 480.00 0.00 39,180.66
31/12/25 Pink Print 150.00 0.00 39,030.66
31/12/25 J Whittingham and Son 240.00 0.00 38,790.66
31/12/25 Ditton Services 1,439.00 0.00 37,351.66
31/12/25 Staffordshire County Council 168.24 0.00 37,183.42
Superannuation Fund
31/12/25 Mrs Amy Watson 24.25 0.00 37,159.17
31/12/25 Mrs Amy Watson 53.10 0.00 37,106.07
31/12/25 Mrs Amy Watson 5.19 0.00 37,100.88
31/12/25 Staffordshire County Council  830.82 0.00 36,270.06
Superannuation Fund
31/12/25 Pink Print 378.00 0.00 35,892.06
31/12/25 EE 55.50 0.00 35,836.56
31/12/25 13202518 South Staffordshire District 280.00 0.00 35,556.56
Council
31/12/25 14371442 Mr. Malcolm Bissell
31/12/25 230540351 Mr. Malcolm Bissell 13.50 0.00 35,168.42
31/12/25 342768448 Wildwood Alpacas 380.00 0.00 34,788.42
31/12/25 350982825 Jessica Shulman491.60 0.00 34,296.82
31/12/25 373604584 HM Revenue & Customs 1,108.72 0.00
33,188.10
Only
31/12/25 561044167 Ricoh U K Limited 41.68 0.00 33,146.42
31/12/25 733569807 David Ogilvie 1,431.60 0.00 31,714.82
31/12/25 80127098 Ricoh U K Limited 124.44 0.00 31,590.38
31/12/25 911715629 Mrs. Josie Morris
31/12/25 930949939 Jessica Shulman8.10 0.00  31,494.09
31/12/25 AW Mrs Amy Watson
31/12/25 CAS-WATSON  Christmas Donations  0.00  303.28 29,658.18
31/12/25 DD Bank Charges Untity Trust 9.75 0.00 29,648.43
31/12/25 DD Water Charges WaterPlus 0.00 0.00 29,648.43
Total debits / credits  16859.57 303.28

Income transactions - receipts approval list Start of year 01/04/25
Tnno Ref. Gross Heading Cttee Invoice Details Ref.
date  Total
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35 £433.20 33 PC 31/12/25 Unity Trust Bank - interest on
reserve acc
Total £433.20
Bank Account Reconciled Statement

Unity trust working reserves 20419150 60-83-01

Statement Number 45 Bank Statement No. 45

Statement Opening Balance £79,851.80 Opening Date 01/12/25

Statement Closing Balance £80,585.00 Closing Date  31/12/25

True/ Cashbook Closing £80,585.00

Balance
Date Cheque/ Ref.  Supplier/ Customer Debit (£) Credit (£) Balance (f)
09/12/25 funds raised at xmas 0.00 300.00 80,151.80
31/12/25 Unity Trust Bank 0.00 433.20 80,585.00
Uncleared and unpresented effects
Total uncleared and unpresented 0.00 0.00
Total debits / credits 0 733.2
Appendix 3

Rt Hon Sir Kier Starmer MP,

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,
10 Downing Street,

London,

SWI1A 2AA.

Dear Prime Minister,

Local Government Reorganisation in Staffordshire

We write collectively as Members of Staffordshire Moorlands District Council and Councillors right
across Staffordshire to state our firm and united opposition to the proposed Local Government
Reorganisation (LGR) in Staffordshire.

We respectfully request that the plans for LGR in Staffordshire be withdrawn with immediate effect.
Failing this, we ask that you please pause the process and work together with us to fully evaluate
whether this reorganisation is truly in the best interests of Staffordshire residents.

To be absolutely clear, Staffordshire Moorlands and Staffordshire did not ask for LGR, and the vast
majority of people do not support LGR. This is not a matter of party politics; it is a matter of
ensuring the best outcomes for the communities and businesses that we serve. On this issue, we
are totally united.

Staffordshire is ambitious, forward-looking, and strongly supportive of genuine devolution, ensuring
powers and sustainable funding is transferred from central government to local areas. Support for
devolution is consistent across political groups in Staffordshire, however we all support devolution
that will bring realistic, tangible, and deliverable benefits to our communities.

Whilst LGR may be appropriate in some areas to support devolution, we do not believe this applies
to Staffordshire and Staffordshire Moorlands. Mandatory reorganisation presents a significant and
unnecessary risk. It threatens to divert resources, capacity, and leadership away from immediate
community priorities and long-term strategic challenges. The current timescales are unrealistic and
place essential services at risk. Adding further pressure to already stretched services which our
residents rely on is unacceptable.

Community engagement has also highlighted widespread concern. Thousands of residents have
expressed anxiety about absorbing Stoke-on-Trent City Council’s financial liabilities and losing the
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local responsiveness provided by existing district-level governance. These concerns are legitimate
and must be taken seriously.

Independent analysis and sector experience consistently demonstrate that any potential efficiency
savings from reorganisation are likely to be outweighed, or at best neutralised, by substantial
upfront costs, which would ultimately fall on local authorities and taxpayers. This is an unjustifiable
risk.

For these reasons, we urge the Government to withdraw the requirement for Local Government
Reorganisation in Staffordshire. Instead, we invite you to work with us to deliver a constructive
programme of devolution—one that strengthens local democracy, improves service delivery, and
delivers tangible benefits for our residents.

We remain committed to working collaboratively on a positive, forward-thinking agenda for
Staffordshire and the Staffordshire Moorlands based on partnership, efficiency, and genuine
empowerment of local communities.

Yours sincerely,

Appendix 4
Primrose Bank Play Area — Remedial Actions
Priorities

The following items have already been actioned for work during Spring 2026:
e Repair significant surfacing gaps (>30 mm) at Spring Seat
e Remove wet-pour trip hazards (See Saw, Swings — Flat Bay)
e Reinstate eroded/compacted surfaces (Multi Play, Activity Trail, Bench)

Load testing was carried out in 2023, and a gipte is being sought from ROSPA for consideration.
e Goalpost load testing (Ball Games Area)

Key Notes for Councillors
e Overall site risk: Low (Inspection score: 9)
e Total findings: 38 (7 high-priority items all of which are in progress)
e Action tracker with mapped photos and contractor log is in progress and available for
allocation and monitoring.

Recommended Motion: Consider a time frame for goalpost load testing. Cost is approximately
£645, lead time is 6-8 weeks from order. There is no available guidance on the requirement or
frequency of testing

Marston Road Playing Field — Remedial Actions
Priorities
The following items are recommended for action during Spring 2026 based on the inspection
findings:
e Remove trip hazards and tree debris (Site General, Skate Park area)

e Clean and treat algae/moss growth (Teenage Shelter, Wheeled Sports ramps, Activity Trail)
e Reinstate eroded surfaces and cover exposed foundations (Benches, Litter Bins)

4 | PReplace damaged or missing components (Bolt caps, fixings, rubber inserts on Hammock)
age



e Monitor and repair timber deterioration (Activity Trail, Hammock)
e Address corrosion and repaint metalwork (Litter Bin, ramps, benches)
e Check structural integrity of Hammock posts and swing joints (special attention required)

Key Notes for Councillors
e Overall site risk: Low (Inspection score: 8)

e Total findings: 70+ individual issues across multiple assets
e High-priority items:
o Hammock stability and swing joint weld risk
o Significant algae/moss on ramps and shelter surfaces
o Exposed foundations at benches and bins
e Action tracker with mapped photos and contractor allocation is prepared for monitoring.

Recommended Motion: Approve immediate commissioning of remedial works for trip hazards,
algae treatment. Remove hammock. Continue to research grants for complete renovation of area
and renewed play equipment.
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