Lapley, Stretton
& Wheaton Aston
Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Lapley, Stretton & Wheaton Aston Parish Council held at Lapley
and Wheaton Aston Village Hall on Thursday 14" May 2026 at 6.00pm.

1. In attendance: Seven members of the public, Clir W Millington, Clir D Weate, Clir Whittingham, Cllr
D Hodgkiss, ClIr V Renfrew, ClIr J Hodgkiss, Cllr J Ford
Apologies: Reverend A Keen
Parish Clerk: A Watson

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 22nd May 2025. The minutes were approved and signed
as a true record of the meeting.

3. Community Reports
- St Mary’s PTA
- Carnival Committee
- Village Hall Committee
- Brewood Voluntary Car Scheme
- Luncheon Club (Monday Club)
- Chairmans report
- Sports and Social Club
- Tinies (St Marys Church Carers and Tots)
- First Responders
- Wheaton Aston Youth Club

Village Hall Commitee
Thanks the PC for the money which has been put towards the new flooring in the kitchen room, it has made a
great addition.

Monday lunch Club

Thank you for this opportunity to say how much we appreciate the support of the Parish Council for Monday
Lunch Club and your commitment to ensuring the continuation of this important part of our village life.

The Parish Council grant is a vital part of our funding and enables us to provide meals at reasonable cost
during this time of rising food prices. We also thank all those who donated apples, plums, damsons and soft
fruit, grown in the village, for our desserts.

At the Lunch Club we offer one of the few opportunities for older villagers to socialise and enjoy a meal with
friends. Our members arrive from 11.00 am for morning coffee, followed by a two-course lunch and a game
of bingo or occasionally other activities, finishing at around 2:15pm — all for £6 a week. Volunteer drivers
provide free transport for members who need it.

In addition to our regular Monday meetings, last year we arranged a very enjoyable afternoon tea at the
Sports and Social Club and held our Christmas meal, where everyone involved in the club celebrated
together. The Club received a generous donation towards the Christmas meal from the Coach and Horses
Harvest Auction. A special thanks to landlord Paul Dodd, Mel Smith and all those who made the Auction such
an amazing success.

Local Vocals entertained us on 13™ April this year, the afternoon was very much enjoyed by members,
volunteers and past volunteers.
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We have been focusing on promoting the Club in the village, encouraging new members to join us. We now
have a banner to display outside the Village Hall on Monday’s advertising that we are here. Our events are
reported in the Grapevine, with photos if available.

Two additional events took place in our attempt to promote the Club. In July 2025 we ran a stall at the
Carnival. At the Christmas Light Switch On we had a stall raffling lovely hampers and a lucky dip for children.
We plan to take part in these village events again this year.

Looking forward to the coming year, hopefully, we will sustain our membership numbers, maintain the
weekly fee at £6. We want to ensure the Club grows and thrives, continuing to share the friendship and
community spirit we have enjoyed over the years.

St Marys PTA:
Thank you so much to the PC for the £300 funding recently received which has been put towards purchasing
new outdoor play resources which will benefit all pupils at St Mary’s.

PTA has so far funded £600 of new outdoor play resources for school this year, of which the PC £300 funding
has been put towards. This includes provision of new netball posts and balls, footballs, gym mats and action
station play spots.

Play is so important for the mental wellbeing of the children as well as their physical health. We hope to see
the following benefits:

To encourage team games and leadership skills.

To encourage communication between children.

Enhanced social & communication skills, make new friends and improved peer to peer relationships through
the use of collaboration and focus during play.

Team games at break times will also encourage good relationships with peers, and they also prepare the
children for a focused afternoon of learning in lessons.

Encourages creativity - Imagination flourishes when a child plays outdoors in the fresh air.

Supports mental wellbeing. In a society that’s increasingly more susceptible to stress and anxiety, it’s
important for children to learn how to relax and let off steam through play. This facilitates the release of
endorphins which improves mental health and wellbeing.

In addition to the outdoor provision, The PTA secured support of Bradford Estates who have donated an
outdoor reading pod, installed it and are in the process of transforming our outdoor middle garden area. We
cannot wait for the works to be completed and the children to start to use this additional reading space and
spend more time outdoors in this safe space.

Finally, the PTA is proud to report that this year we have donated 23 new computers, keyboards and devices
which have updated and transformed the IT suite in school. These will be used by all pupils for years to come,
and this marks a significant contribution to school only made possible by the hard work of our parent
volunteers.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish Council for this year’s funding of which we are most
grateful, and to thank them for their continued support of St Mary’s First Academy PTA.

Carnival Committee report:

We received £300 from you. That was used to go towards Toilets which obviously are a necessity. We do
appreciate these grants that the Parish Council gives us. It all helps to make our day successful.

This year was the first to have the automobile club and strong man present, racing night is due end of June

Sports And Social Club
The club have completed the outside patio area, the decking has been completely removed and a disabled
access installed.
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Smoking areas are dues in the near future, new interior due

Various fundraisers are due throughout the year

An updated kit for the football club has been purchased (kit displayed, Mottey Meadow motif remains) The
club shop is now open. There are now 5 teams catering for ages under6 to under 12, approx. 45vchidlren at
the moment

This years grant will be put towards new goal posts.

Summer camps will continue

Tinies (Carer and Tots)

Group is busy and proving support to many parents and carers. The slow cook share schemes were well
received, many new recipes learnt. The group has now been running for 3 years.

Toys are getting worn so careers are bringing some in and a small amount has been purchased

The committee have noticed that many similar groups are closed in school holidays, the group remains open
and older children are allowed to attend.

Thankyou to the PC for the support

Brewood Voluntary Car Scheme
Annual Report for Financial Year 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026

Brewood & District Voluntary Car Scheme provides passenger travel to three local parishes, covering the
villages of Coven Heath, Coven, Brewood, Bishop’s Wood, Lapley, Stretton, Wheaton Aston, Blymhill, Calf
Heath and Weston-under-Lizard.

A total of 479 passenger journeys, were undertaken during the 2025/2026 financial year, covering a total of
10,450.20 fare miles.

The majority of the journeys were for elderly / disabled people (who find public transport inaccessible) to
attend mainly medical appointments, at an affordable cost.

There are currently 13 Voluntary Drivers registered to drive for the Car Scheme. (It should be borne in mind
that the availability of the Drivers varies greatly. Whilst some are free to undertake a couple of trips a week,
others only take on 1 trip a month). 8 of the drivers are from Brewood, 3 from Coven, and 1 from Wheaton
Aston, 1 from Penkridge. We really need drivers from Wheaton Aston, Weston-under-Lizard and Blymhill to
meet the demands of passengers in these areas and reduce the amount paid in light miles to drivers, but
despite various appeals, non have come forward.

The Brewood bridge closure has obviously impacted on the scheme. It means that the cost of mileage claimed
for by the Volunteers has increased. As the majority of Drivers come from Brewood they are now having to
travel 9 miles to reach Wheaton Aston.

(Drivers are reimbursed mileage from their homes to the customer, then customer to their appointments and
back). The Trustees decided not to increase fares at present, whilst still paying full mileage claimed to
Volunteers.

Brewood & District Voluntary Car Scheme can report that for the 2025/2026 financial year there has been a
surplus in income of £273.07

Funds received from donations form a financial buffer that greatly assist any cash flow problems the car
scheme may incur during the period between applying for and receiving grants, they unfortunately cannot be
relied upon, and therefore cannot be taken into consideration when budgeting for the car schemes financial
future.
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Donations and bank account interest, are receipts that are not guaranteed annually, therefore should not be
included in financial forecasts.

Without these receipts the surplus of income over expenditure for the financial period from 1 April 2025 to 31
March 2026, would total:

Surplus of income over expenditure 2025/26 £273.07
Less:

Donations £1066.80
Deficit £793.73
Grants:

The Car Scheme depends upon grants from local Parish Councils to help finance the Car Scheme Co-ordinator
Salary.

The following grants were received during the financial period 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026:

Lapley, Stretton & Wheaton Aston Parish Council £1000
Blymhill and Weston-under-Lizard Parish Council £ 200

£1200

Once again, we did not receive a grant this financial year from Hatherton Parish Council.
The deficit between grants received from the Parish Councils and the co-ordinator’s salary paid is absorbed by
Brewood & Coven Parish Council, who provide grant assistance to the Car Scheme to cover this deficit.

Wheaton Aston Youth Club

Age 9-11 meet on a Thursday might monthly at St Marys Church, currently there are 23 members with an
average of 15 children attend, there are 4 volunteers with some additional support. This was formed in January
2025 following a request from youths for somewhere to meet. The group only receives donations currently.

Nights are usually themed, latest night was based on the community where the volunteers created an
‘escape room’ , crafts sessions take place, indoor and out door games are played when the weather permits.
Football table and a karaoke machine has been purchased. They have held several events throughout the
year, made Christas decorations and held a stall at the lights fayre. The group seek funding for a PA system,
craft materials, party supplies etc. Council advised that grants need to be in by 30" September each year for
allocation in the following year precept and the group needs to be fully constituted. The group set a timeline
of ayear to see how well received it was and will now begin the process of officially constituted as a group

First Responders

22 years since it began, there are now only 2 people remaining n the responders. There is a sufficient amount
of money but there is a desperate need for volunteers. It is four weekends for training with an excursion out

CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT 2025/26

The Parish Council has had another busy year and continues to work hard for the community.
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District Councillor Rob Nelson is a regular contributor to our meetings and has helped with several projects
during the year.

Our County Councillor Chris Large has not been available in recent months and unfortunately has not sent
any reports to Parish Council Meetings, so we are unaware of County Council decisions and have not
received any support.

Broadholes Lane Platinum Jubilee Allotments celebrated their first year of growing. The allotments have
been well looked after and the allotment holders have enjoyed a successful and fruitful year. The
community of allotment holders share plants, advice and produce and are looking forward to their second
year.

We held our annual Community meeting in October in the village hall several suggestions have been received
and taken further for consideration.

Remembrance services were held in November and Clir Millington laid a wreath in Wheaton Aston, ClIr
Renfrew in Lapley and Clir Hodgkiss laid a wreath at Stretton, Clir Nelson laid a wreath at South Staffordshire
District Council. Clirs Millington and Whittingham laid a wreath at the newly installed airfield marker in Little
Onn and several residents and Church Eaton Parish Councillors attended. Tea and cakes were available in St
Mary’s Church Wheaton Aston after the Wheaton Aston event kindly arranged by Clir Whittingham.

Wheaton Aston were delighted to be runners up in the Best Kept Village award for large village and Best
Community Spirit award. Thanks go to all the volunteers in the village who litter picked, weeded and cleared
our roads and to Councillor Smith who spearheaded the efforts of everyone. Thanks to Amy for putting
together the Community booklet which showcases everything that we do in the village. What an amazing
community we are!

We are taking part again this year and already it looks bigger and better! Good luck to Wheaton Aston and
Lapley.

A bench and new gate have been installed at Primrose Bank Play Area to help keep the children safe from
cars in the lane.

We were delighted to be able to hold the Christmas Lights event at the end of November. The event was
bigger and better than ever with Dangerous Sheep providing the stage and compere, there were more stalls
and a visit again from the lovely Wildwood Alpacas. The weather was kind, the children from St Mary’s
School performed beautifully. Our new vicar Alex Keen, switched the lights on and we were pleased to see
such a large crowd from the village. Lapley Green Christmas Lights were also turned on at the same time. All
the lights were lovely and well received. We plan to hold the event again this year on November.
Applications for stalls are now open, please contact Amy for more details.

We were delighted to receive some funding from the UKSPF via South Staffs District Council to enable the
outdoor gym to be installed on Marston Field. The gym equipment is designed for all ages and we hope will
be enjoyed by everyone. We are now seeking funding to install the play equipment and new path, and the
pump track.

Lapley Stretton and Wheaton Aston Parish Council recognises that while local plans are adjusted to align with
the Government’s new National Planning Policy Framework, developers may be encouraged to submit more
housing proposals during the transitional period. Given the pace and scale of these national changes the PC
considers that implementing a Neighbourhood Plan is not the right approach at this point, especially as the
wider legislative landscape continues to shift over summer 2026 and beyond. Each planning application with
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therefore be judged individually. The PC has allocated funds in the 2026/27 budget to secure legal support
where necessary.

The Parish Council continues to communicate with our villages by Newsletter, Facebook , suggestion boxes
and the noticeboards in the three villages.

The Community Speedwatch Team has recruited new members and carries on with it’s important service.
The Speed Indicator Device has been installed on Ivestsy Road in the 40 mph zone. Due to the data taken
from the SID in Stretton and the high percentage of speeding, the Police have added Stretton to their Police
Camera Van rota.

The Parish Council has made donations to voluntary groups such as the Monday Lunch Club, Brewood
Voluntary Car Scheme, PTA, the Football Club and The Village Hall.

Maintenance throughout the parishes is an ongoing commitment. Grass cutting to keep our play areas,
verges and open spaces in good condition continues, with climate change making the cutting season extend
further into the Autumn. Our thanks to our contractor Ditton Services for the co- operative and diligent way
they carry out their work.

We will continue to maintain our beautiful trees and have inspections at regular intervals to ensure that our
stock is healthy and thriving. We are very pleased that the old oak tree at Primrose play area is still doing
well.

The black and white finger posts around our villages have been adopted by the parish councillors and each
one is now looked after and cleaned annually by their volunteer councillor. Thank you to the Councillors for
taking this on to save the Parish Council paying for this service. Unfortunately we have had vehicle damage
to two of our finger posts this year, one has been repaired twice and a further post seems to have
disappeared and will need to be replaced next year due to the cost.

Maintenance is ongoing at the play areas in the village and although vandalism continues. Consideration will
be given to adding another camera when the Marston Field project is undertaken.

The District and County Council have spoken to us recently about the proposed plans for Devolution, which is
due to be completed by 2028. This will mean we will no longer have a District Council and County Council,
but a new Unitary Council covering our area together with other areas of Staffordshire. It is early days and
nothing has been decided yet. However our concern is what effect this may have on Parish Councils and we
will be keeping a close eye on developments.

We continue to support residents with queries about potholes, fly tipping, public footpaths, waste collection
and parking issues by making sure they know who to contact at the District or County Council. We also
regularly contact Highways as a Parish Council about the ongoing state of the roads in our area. The Parish
Council is still pursuing the flooding problems in Fentonhouse Lane and Micklemore Lane.

The Parish Council continues to try to be as sustainable as possible in order to follow our climate change
policy.

Once again our finances are in order and have passed both the Internal Auditor and External Auditors
scrutiny thanks to the hard work of our Clerk, Amy.

The County council re-instated a bus service to Penkridge on Wednesday and Saturday and another service
to Wolverhampton via Codsall. However, these services were only for 3 months and have now ceased.
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We email the post office for an update regularly on when they will be able to offer a service in the village.
They are still seeking premises and are encouraging anyone who can assist to get in touch with the Post
Office direct. Our District Councillor is now also in touch with the Post Office to try to facilitate a service in
the village.

The Parish Council Manager and | have taken part in several Local Forums with the District Council to discuss
the District Council’s latest initiatives and to enable us to ask any questions or make any comments about
issues in our parishes. Parish Councillors have attended Parish Summits at South Staffs district Council.

I would like to say thank you, Firstly, to the Parish Council Manager Amy Watson and our Assistant Jess
Shulman for their continued hard work and professionalism representing our interests and enabling our
projects to proceed to completion and for all their patience and forbearance. Also to thank our very diligent
Village Orderly who does wonders behind the scenes, to our Litter pickers for helping keep the village tidy,
our volunteer who inspects Primrose Lane Play area and our volunteers who assists with the battery
changing of the SID at Stretton every month.

Finally thank you to the Parish Councillors for giving their time to attend all our regular meetings and the
various working groups and on site meetings and training courses. As well as their hands on help every year

with various events and particularly with the Christmas Lights Event.

We look forward to helping and representing our residents over the next year.
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