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Lapley, Stretton
& Wheaton Aston
Parish Council

Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of Lapley, Stretton & Wheaton Aston Parish Council held on Tuesday 26™"
May 2026 at Lapley and Wheaton Aston village hall

In attendance:

Clir W Millington - Wheaton Aston (Chairman)
Clir D Hodgkiss— Stretton

Cllr J Ford — Wheaton Aston

Clir J Hodgkiss- Wheaton Aston

Clir D Weate- Wheaton Aston

Clir Sue Whittingham - Wheaton Aston

Also in Attendance:

Mrs A Watson — Parish Clerk

Sir Gavin Williamson MP (part of the meeting)
15 members of the public (part of the meeting)
Apologies:

Clir. M. Griffiths — Lapley

Clir V Renfrew — Lapley

Clir R Nelson -Wheaton Aston (Vice Chairman) and South
Staffordshire District Council

Absent:

Cllr M Smith — Wheaton Aston
Acronyms:

LSWA PC: Lapley, Stretton and Wheaton Aston Parish Council
SSC: South Staffordshire council

SCC: Staffordshire County Council

Clir: Councillor

CPD: Continuous professional development
SPCA: Staffordshire Parish Councils Association
PCSO: Police Community

Support Officer

SLCC: Society of local

Council clerks

NALC: National association of local councils
CMDR: Commander

WACFR- Wheaton Aston Community First Responders
FOM: Forest of Mercia

VO: Village Orderly

BKV: Best Kept Village

PSPO: Public Space Protection Order

NP: Neighbourhood Plan

Public forum
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Concerns raised regarding the amendments to planning application 25/01040/0UTM

Fundamental issues of the application still remain and have not been addressed

Housing allocation for Wheaton Aston has been met with a further site allocated at Ivetsey Rd

Fritillary (folfallarum) still grows on the site, applicant has been requested to complete an ecological study at

the relevant time of the year.

Residents encouraged to submit a further comment including the amendments

A recent planning application has been refused due to being outside of the village boundary. This remains the

case for application 25/01040/0UTM

Standing orders imposed 6.15pm

Sir Gavin Williamson MP and 13 members of the public left the meeting

21. To consider apologies

Apologies and reasons for absence were received from ClIr R Nelson, ClIr S Whittingham , Clir M Griffiths, Clir

Renfrew

22.Declaration of Interests

To declare any interests any on agenda items

23. Planning application 25/01040/0UTM

Resolved to respond:
LSWA PC acknowledges that the applicant has responded to a number of highway safety matters identified
within the independent Road Safety Audit and that several technical amendments have now been
incorporated into the scheme. In particular, LSWA PC notes the retention of a passing space for agricultural
vehicles, additional carriageway widening, and bollards intended to protect pedestrians. Should this include
a pedestrian crossing and if so where is it going to be located?

While these amendments represent an improvement to certain aspects of the highway design, LSWA PC
maintains its objection to application 25/01040/OUTM. The revisions do not overcome the wider and more
fundamental planning concerns previously identified by the Parish Council.

However, these amendments are relatively limited in scope and primarily address localised engineering
issues rather than the broader planning impacts of the development.

Although the applicant has made modifications in response to the Road Safety Audit, the Parish Council
remains concerned that the highway network serving the site is constrained by its rural nature, limited width,
agricultural use, and absence of continuous pedestrian infrastructure. The initial applications quoted a width
of 4.1m at the narrowest point, this has been independently measured at 3.8m. this fact needs checking.

The revised design still relies upon a road network that was not originally intended to accommodate a
substantial increase in residential traffic. The existence of existing narrow sections further along Fenton
House Lane should not be relied upon as justification for introducing additional pressure onto an already
constrained route.

The Parish Council is also concerned that:

Agricultural vehicle movements remain frequent and seasonal;

e  Pedestrian and vehicle conflicts may still occur outside the immediate access area;

e The proposals continue to urbanise a rural lane through engineered interventions;

e The cumulative effect of increased traffic on village roads has not been satisfactorily resolved.

e The traffic audit was not completed during peak farming season when there is a continuation of
agricultural vehicles using the lane both at day and night time therefore figures do not reflect these
issues

The amendments submitted relate principally to highway design and do not address the Parish Council’s
concerns regarding the impact of the development upon the rural character of the area.

The proposal would still represent a significant encroachment into the countryside and would alter the
transitional rural edge of Wheaton Aston and change in the village development boundary
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LSWA PC continues to object to the proposal on the grounds that the scale and nature of the development
remain inappropriate for the location and would result in unacceptable impacts upon the character,
infrastructure, and functioning of Wheaton Aston.

The amendments do not materially alter:

e The overall scale of the proposed development;

e The impact upon the rural character and setting of the village;
e  Concerns regarding cumulative traffic generation;

e  Pressures upon local infrastructure and services;

e The suitability of Fenton House Lane and surrounding roads for sustained increases in vehicle
movements;

e Concerns regarding pedestrian connectivity and accessibility beyond the immediate access point.

LSWA PC therefore considers that the amended plans fail to address the fundamental reasons why the
development remains unsustainable in planning terms.

The amendments do not address:

e  Existing pressures on local roads and parking;

e  Capacity concerns relating to healthcare and education provision;

e Drainage and surface water concerns;

e  Pressure on community facilities;

e The cumulative impact of ongoing and recent development within the wider area.

e An additional drainage pond has the potential to impact further on Mottey Meadows.

e The new entrance plan shows the destruction of protected hedgerow which is a pathway for the great
crested newts.

e Additionally, the plan removes an area of land at the top of Micklemore Lane which is a public footpath
(PROW) and potentially land belonging to Micklemore Cottage (not the developer)

e DEFRA have allocated £30 million of funding to protect national landscapes due to a decline in habitats,
this development poses a significant risk to such habitats through changes to Mottey Meadows (Source:
defraenvironment.blog.gov.uk)

LSWA PC requests that the determination on this application is completed as soon as possible seeing as the
original date was 9" March 2026. LSWA PC requests that this application is called in to committee

The Parish Council considers that these issues remain highly relevant and unresolved.

For the reasons set out above, the Parish Council maintains its objection to planning application
25/01040/0UTM.

24. SSC Local plan modification
Resolved to respond:
https://www.sstaffs.gov.uk/local-plan-review-examination/main-modifications
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LSWA PC acknowledges the additional work undertaken by South Staffordshire District Council during the
examination process and recognises that the Proposed Main Modifications seek to strengthen the
soundness, clarity, and sustainability of the Local Plan.

In particular, it is noted that the Sustainability Appraisal continues to recognise the importance of balancing
housing delivery with the protection of rural character, environmental assets, infrastructure capacity, and
transport sustainability across the district.

For the parish of Lapley, Stretton and Wheaton Aston, the modifications highlight a number of important
considerations including:

e The need to carefully manage traffic growth on rural roads;

The importance of protecting the character and identity of rural settlements;
e Recognition of infrastructure and service pressures associated with future growth;
e The need for appropriate environmental mitigation and biodiversity protection;

e The importance of ensuring that development is supported by suitable infrastructure and sustainable
transport measures.

The continued protection of an important SSSI and nature reserve at Mottey Meadows- this has recently
been noted in media that DEFRA have allocated £30 million of funding to protect national landscapes
due to a decline in habitats, this development poses a significant risk to such habitats through changes
to Mottey Meadows (Source: defraenvironment.blog.gov.uk)

e The importance of protecting the village boundary

LSWA PC welcomes the continued emphasis on mitigation measures, infrastructure planning, and
environmental safeguards within the revised documentation. It is particularly important that future
development proposals continue to take account of the cumulative impact on rural communities and the
constraints of local infrastructure. LSWA PC would like to see consideration is given to the plans of other
neighbouring authorities

The Sustainability Appraisal appropriately identifies both the benefits and challenges associated with future
growth and provides an important framework for ensuring that development within South Staffordshire is
managed in a balanced and sustainable manner over the plan period to 2041.

25.Date of next meeting: Thursday 2" July 2026 at 7pm at Lapley and Wheaton Aston Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 7.00pm

Council Attendance

Date RN JH MS WM DW DH SwW JF VR MG Total
Attendance
15/5/26 X X X X X X X X X X 10
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26/5/26 Ap | X Ab | X |X X Ap X Ap Ap 5

Crime and Disorder Implications

Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 places a duty on local authorities to consider the crime and
disorder implications when exercising its functions with due regard to the likely effect of the exercise of
those functions and to do all that is reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder in its area. Where relevant
any decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have taken this duty of Care into consideration
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